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Recipes from

Erich’s Kitchen

Caramelized Bacon

Ingredients
• ½ cup light brown sugar
• ½ cup pecans
• 2 teaspoons kosher salt
• 1 teaspoon ground pepper

• 1/8 teaspoon
cayenne pepper
• 2 Tbs maple syrup
• ½ lb Nueske’s applewood
smoked bacon

Directions

Preheat the oven to 375° F. Line a sheet pan with aluminum foil
(for easy cleaning) and place a wire baking rack on top. This is a
very important step unless you really like cleaning.
Combine the brown sugar and pecans in a food processor and
process until the pecans are finely ground. Add the salt, black
pepper, and cayenne pepper and pulse to combine. Add the
maple syrup and pulse again to moisten the crumbs. A really
good maple syrup is important. I am blessed because I have a
sister and brother-in-law that make maple syrup.

Are you needing a nice feel-good appetizer recipe for a cold Autumn
or Winter day? Maybe you’re looking for new ideas for your holiday
menu? I saw this recipe on one of Ina Garten’s shows, The Barefoot
Contessa, on the Food Network. This is a fantastic appetizer that pairs
very well with a Manhattan cocktail.
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Cut each bacon slice in half crosswise and line up the pieces on
the baking rack without touching. With a small spoon, evenly
spread the pecan mixture on top of each piece of bacon, using
all of the mixture.
Bake for 25 to 30 minutes, until the topping is very browned but
not burnt. If it’s under baked, the bacon won’t crisp as it cools.
While it’s hot, transfer the bacon to a plate lined with paper
towels and set aside to cool. Serve at room temperature.
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Luxury
Features
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Desired in Kitchens

It is an exciting time to be planning your next kitchen remodeling
project! More than ever, designers and manufacturers are getting
highly creative as they focus on new ways to make kitchens
into everyone’s favorite spot in the home. Each family has its
individual wants and needs for their kitchen—and today these
numerous desires can be met, as incredible as it may seem. From
organizational systems, to smart technology, to accessibility—
these luxury features are all here and now.
What are some of the luxury features that are in demand by
homeowners today? The most recent American Institute of
Architects (AIA) Home Design Trends Survey indicates that the
desire to entertain friends and family at home is continuing to
grow. To help those get-togethers flow smoothly and effortlessly,
homeowners are requesting butler pantries, double islands,
undercounter appliances, and wine refrigeration and storage
options. These items make it possible for several people to be
at work in the kitchen at the same time without getting in each
other’s way—so the homeowner can happily take advantage
of offers to help. Depending on their placement, these items
may also permit guests to serve themselves, which allows the
homeowner to relax as well.
The captivating appeal of new technology and energy-efficiency
is behind the mounting demand for induction cooking appliances,
device recharging stations, drinking water filtration systems and

smart appliances. New smart appliances are being introduced on a
continual basis, with the promise of providing more convenience
and safety in the home.
The passion for adaptability/universal design is rising as increasing
numbers of boomers are choosing to age-in-place. Cabinet pullouts and pull-downs, variable height countertops, and sensor
faucets all contribute to accessibility—and these are luxury
features that have been showing increased interest since last year.
Wider doorways and aisles, plus layered lighting schemes greatly
benefit the homeowner as well.
Be sure to consider which of these luxury features you would like
included in your kitchen—before you begin your remodeling
project. There are so many options, but certain ones are just right
for you.
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Durat surfaces are made from 100%
recycled, post-industrial plastics.This
unique material can be used to create
countertops, desks, tables, integrated
sinks, bathtubs, shower trays and stools.

IceStone surfaces are made from 100% recycled glass and cement.These
surfaces are ideal for countertops, back splashes, bathrooms, tabletops,
bar tops, fireplace surrounds, conference tables, and reception areas.

Sustainability, with its several principles,
is one of the strongest emerging trends in
kitchen and bath design today. For example,
as a homeowner you may be particularly
concerned about healthy home design
that promotes well-being for yourself and
your family. In addition, energy and water
efficiency has most likely become very
important to you because it lowers your
utility bills.
Still, there are other facets of sustainability
that are now coming to the forefront in
kitchen and bath design, one of which is

recycling. Each week you place all your old
newspapers, glass bottles and aluminum
cans in a recycling bin that is regularly
picked up curbside. Perhaps you simply think
of it as an effortless way to get rid of your
trash. But did you know these kinds of items
are currently being recycled into attractive
new products for the kitchen and bath?
Several manufacturers who passionately
believe in sustainability are presently using
both consumer and manufacturing waste
materials to create beautiful, responsible
surfacing materials for the kitchen and bath.
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Unique Surfaces

PaperStone is made from 100% post-consumer
recycled paper and a proprietary, petroleum-free
resin. PaperStone is recommended for residential
kitchen and bath and commercial uses.

Three of these brands recently partnered
together to make their products easily
available to homeowners like yourself
who are looking for better alternatives
to granite and quartz surfaces. Made up
of sustainable surfacing brands Durat,
IceStone and PaperStone, along with
distributors CaraGreen and Cerami Inc., the
new company, Modern Surfaces, is driven
to create beauty and utility out of waste. Its
goal is to positively impact the environment
and improve our lives now and in the future.

Control Your Faucet

FootControl faucets by GROHE are a new option designed for situations when
you simply cannot get your hands in a position to turn on the faucet—either
by motion or touch—such as when you are holding a heavy pot of water with
both hands. A FootControl sensor mounted to the underside of your cabinet
connects to a control box that sits inside your cabinetry. Gently tap the sensor
with your foot to turn the water on and off. When you do not need to use the
foot control, the faucet will still function like a standard kitchen faucet.
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Touch-sensitive (or Touch-On) faucets will activate with a simple tap
anywhere on the faucet. You could use your wrist or elbow, when your hands
are messy. This is a much less expensive option than a motion sensor faucet.
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Motion sensor (or Touchless) faucets allow water to flow when motion is
detected. You do not have to touch the faucet with messy hands. This feature
can help save water, since it will automatically turn off the water when there
is no motion.
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While you are preparing meals in your kitchen, it goes without saying that
your hands will become messy. Of course, you do not want to spread germs
by touching your kitchen faucet. There are many different ways to activate
a faucet these days without actually touching it, and it is a good idea to
carefully consider each one before you make your purchase.
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Bringing Light to Darkness

“Please, help us lighten our kitchen. What can we do?” This was the
question our Kettering-based clients asked Erich and me when we
first visited their beautiful pond-side home. They were looking for
a way to update the look, make it more functional for them to use,
and brighten the space to correlate with their adjacent sunny and
airy Florida room and back porch. Their home is tucked back in a
neighborhood you would never know existed unless you lived in the
area on the most beautiful pond in Kettering. They wanted the look
of their kitchen to match the lightness of the rest of their home.
Aesthetically, our clients were immediately drawn to light, creamy
cabinets. This change in and of itself, brightened the entire space.
A white ceiling, rather than the wallpaper, disguises the soffits that
had to remain in place because of mechanicals to the second story.
Ambient (general) lighting was updated with LED fixtures for longlasting, warm light and under-cabinet lighting was added to provide
task lighting. Lastly, we replaced the dark window, trim, and doors to
complete the airy look.
The kitchen and appliances
were original to the
home and needed to be
upgraded. We tweaked
the design and layout of
the kitchen just slightly
to better utilize the blind
corner. A “Lemans Blind
Corner” base cabinet was
installed to the left of the
sink to provide much more
accessible storage. The two
kidney bean shaped pullout trays are specifically
designed to swing out of
the cabinet so the entire
shelf can be reached.

AFTER
BEFORE

We turned the island 90 degrees to allow for larger walkways.
Again, this was a change that wasn’t obvious to the naked eye, but
dramatically improved the layout of the kitchen. Our clients elected
to use a range rather than an oven/microwave scenario, which
allowed us to provide them more countertop space. Although this
was a small kitchen, it now fit the look and feel of the rest of the
home and provided our clients with a beautiful space they can enjoy
for many years to come.
For more information about Remodeling Designs, Inc. and to
view more projects we’ve completed, please visit our website at
RemodelingDesigns.com. If we can help you transform your house
into your dream home, give us a call at 937-438-0031. We look
forward to hearing from you soon!

